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Saint Distaffs Day, or the Morrow After Twelfth Day 
By Robert Herrick (1591-1674) 

LibriVox volunteers bring you 14 different recordings of Saint Distaff’s Day, 
or the Morrow After Twelfth Day, by Robert Herrick. This was the weekly 
poetry project for the week of January 6th, 2008. 

What is St. Distaff’s Day? Historically, it was the day after the Christmas 
festivals ended (the 12 days of Christmas), and most women went back to 
work with their spinning… but it was also a day of pranks and horsing 
around. Additional information can be found in Chambers’ Book of Days 
(http://www.thebookofdays.com/months/jan/7.htm). Total running time: 
00:12:32. 

Read by Caitlin Teresa, Betsie Bush, Sarah Jennings, Kristin LeMoine, Sibella 
Denton, Kara Shallenberg, Jc Guan, Mary Mac, Esther, Lee Ann Howlett, 
Lucy Burgoyne, Kristin Hughes, Clarica, & Shurtagal. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover picture taken from Popular Science Monthly, V. 39 (1891). Copyright expired in US, 
Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette 
Brown. This design is in the public domain. 
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