Harold MacGrath

The Drums of Jeopardy

The Drums of Jeopardy
By Harold MacGrath (1871-1932)

The Drums of Jeopardy is a 1920 American novel by Harold MacGrath. The story was
serialized by the The Saturday Evening Post beginning in January of 1920. In 1922 the
book was made into a Broadway play and the following year a motion picture. A second
film version appeared in 1931.

It is said that a young Boris Karloff, who previously had a few uncredited film roles, chose
his stage name for his first screen credit in 1920 from a Russian mad scientist character
named “Boris Karlov” in this novel. The name “Boris Karlov” was used from MacGrath’s
book for the 1922 Broadway play, but by 1923 with actor Boris Karloff using the similar
sounding variation, the film version renamed the character, played by Wallace Beery,
“Gregor Karlov.” In the 1931 film version, however, with Warner Oland playing the
character, the mad scientist’s name is restored to “Boris Karlov,” less than a year before
Frankenstein would make Boris Karloff a household word for generations. Ironically, Boris
Karloff would play many mad scientists on screen, but never “Boris Karlov.” (Summary
from Wikipedia)

Read by Mark Nelson, Lucy Burgoyne, J. M. Smallheer, Kehinde, Christine Blachford, Vin
Reilly, Roger Melin, RK Wilcox, & Katie Gibboney. Total running time: 09:52:49.

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.

Cover picture by Ralph Pallen Coleman, taken from the edition published by Grosset & Dunlap (1920). Copyright
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Apaedoar jo swnag ayl

YieadeA pjoJeH




